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ST. COLUMBA¥S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CELTIC PILGRIMAGE 

September 10 © September 22, 2012 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

             eltic saints were pilgrims who journeyed far and wide and were content to let God take 

them where He wanted them to go.  Their journeys were an expression of a pilgrimage which they 

took inwardly with God as well as an outward expression of their faith and the desire to show it to 

others.  This journey was one in which they achieved stability of the soul and a oneness with God.  

Come with us to explore the dynamic impact the Celts had on todayôs church, to experience places 

holy to the Anglican communion, and to enjoy Christian  fellowship along the way.   
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 DAY BY DAY ITINERARY:  
 

Monday  

Sept. 10
th

 

 

Marathon/Miami/En Route:  You will have a private local bus to take you up to the Miami 

Airport, from where you will depart on Delta Airlines at 6:50 pm.  Dinner will be served en 

route to London.  

 

Tuesday 

Sept 11
th

 

 

London:  Arrive after breakfast at 8:30 a.m.  Collect luggage and clear British Customs.  Your 

guide will meet you outside the Customs area and take you to your private motorcoach. Drive 

into the city and to your hotel.  Enjoy a guided tour of London while you are waiting for your 

rooms to be ready.  There will be time to check in and rest before attending sung Evensong (sit 

amongst the choir boys in the Choir) at Westminster Abbey.  Your evening is on your own to 

have a pub supper and head to bed early. 

 

Wednesday 

Sept 12
th

 

 

London/Canterbury:  You will head to the famous Medieval town of Canterbury, but not 

traveling as Chaucerôs Pilgrims did.  Your guide will meet your train and introduce you to 

magnificent Canterbury Cathedral, the mother church for Anglicans and Episcopalians 

worldwide.  See the Bell Harry Tower, magnificent original stained glass windows, the Black 

Prince, and the shrine where Thomas A Becket was murdered by overzealous knights of King 

Henry II.  Walk through the cathedral cloisters and gardens before visiting St. Augustineôs 

Abbey.  There will be time to visit Chaucerôs Canterbury Tales Experience and have lunch 

before heading back to London, where dinner and the evening are on your own. 

 

Thursday 

Sept 13
th

 

 

London/Durham:  Depart your hotel after breakfast about 9:30 this morning for the train station, 

where you will catch your train (three-hour ride) to Durham, arriving about 1:30 pm.  A walking 

tour of this lovely university town will show you beautiful Durham Cathedral complex, a World 

Heritage site.  In the Cathedral, marvel at the magnificent 11
th
 c.  Norman workmanship.  The 

Cathedral was treated by architects as an experiment in geometric patterning.   Here lie the relics 

of St. Cuthbert and the Venerable Bede. Discuss how Northumbria was Christianized by St. 

Aidan and St. Cuthbert.  Dinner and the evening are at your leisure. 
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Friday  

Sept 14
th

 

 

Durham/Lindesfarne/Edinburgh: Depart by private motorcoach this morning for the Holy Isle of 

Lindisfarne, just off the east coast of England.  You will arrive at a time when the tides are out 

and you can safely cross over to the island by coach via the ancient Pilgrimôs Way.  Lunch is on 

your own, perhaps enjoying the islandôs delicacy, the crab sandwich.  The monastery was 

founded by St. Aidan, who had been sent from lona at the request of King Oswald about 635 

AD.  Monks from the community of Iona settled the island and it became the base for Christian 

missions in Northern England.  St. Cuthbert was first a monk, then an abbot of Lindisfarne 

Monastery.  In the 800ôs, monks here produced the famous illuminated manuscript known as the 

Lindisfarne Gospels, illustrated in Celtic style.  Enjoy some free time in this holy place, 

reflecting on what it must have been like to be a pilgrim.  Visit the Priory and St. Maryôs Church 

(built in 900 AD).  Retrace your steps at low tide late this afternoon and your coach will take 

you to the nearby Berwick-on-Tweed railroad station, where you will catch your train to 

Edinburgh.  On arrival, a private coach will take you to your hotel in Edinburgh, where you will 

begin a two-night stay.  Have a late dinner in a neighborhood pub. 

 

Saturday 

 Sept. 15 

Edinburgh: After breakfast, enjoy a morning of sightseeing in this charming and small city. 

Your walking tour guide will introduce you to Edinburgh Castle with St. Margaretôs Chapel at 

the top of the Royal Mile. As you progress down from this pinnacle on cobblestoned streets, you 

will visit St. Giles Cathedral en route. At the bottom, see Holyrood Palace, home of the British 

Royal family. Have a pub lunch and enjoy a free afternoon to visit the National Museum of Art 

or the Royal Museum of Scotland. Shop along Princes St. and view the flower clock and Scott 

Memorial. You have dinner reservations this evening at the atmospheric Witchery Restaurant in 

the Esplanade in front of the illuminated castle.  

 

Sunday  

Sept. 16
th

  

Edinburgh/Iona: After breakfast your motorcoach with driver/guide will take you on a scenic 

drive through the Lake Country via lovely Loch Lomond and the Trossachs to the fishing village 

of Oban on the west coast of Scotland. Your ferry will then take you across to the Island of 

Mull, where you will enjoy a scenic motorcoach ride for 37 miles to the ferry over to the tiny 

isle of Iona (a 10-minute ride). Walk up to your hotel, the Argyll, where dinner awaits you. 
 

 


